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for ten years or until the next dissolution of the Senate; Chapter
it may be dissolved simultaneously with the lower house —L
or within a hundred and twenty days thereafter, thus
giving a new government elected as the result of a
general election an opportunity to get rid of a hostile
Senate. The number of members for each province is
eight, and qualifications include age thirty at least,
residence for five years, and ownership of land to the
value of £500 at least. There are further eight Senators
nominated by the Governor-General in Council, of whom
four are to be selected on account of their thorough
acquaintance, by reason of official experience or other-
wise, with the reasonable wants and wishes of the
coloured races in South Africa. These Senators hold
office on the same terms as their elected colleagues, but
need not comply with the property holding. Moreover,
they can be changed on each advent to office of a new
government, a provision devised to secure that General
Hertzog should not be compelled to accept as Senators
men who shared the more enlightened views on native
policy of General Smuts.
The powers of the houses are in the main nominally
equal. But the Senate may not originate or amend
money bills, nor any bill so as to increase any proposed
charge. On the other hand, the bill appropriating money
for the ordinary annual services must not contain
other matter, a provision intended to leave intact the
right to reject a bill containing an unusual proposal.
In case of disagreement, however, the Governor-
General may summon a joint session of the two houses
in the same session after two disagreements in the case
of money bills, and it may be carried by a simple
majority; if the bill is not a money bill, a joint session

